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Creative Arts Center Dedication
Brings Month-Long Celebration

A home for the arts. That's the beautiful
new Creative Arts Center on Wright State's
campus which will be officially dedicated
during October.
The Creative Arts Center reached comple
tion early last summer when the 377-seat
Festival Playhouse was finished in time for
an exciting six -week season of summer thea
tre - a season which proved to be a smashing
artistic and box office success .
The art, music and theatre departments and
art ed ucation have gradually occupied
studios, rehearsal rooms and other parts of
the new facility as they were completed by
the contractors . Audiences already have
enjoyed student-directed and experimental
productions in the Celebration Theatre with
its flexible seating patterns and have at
tended a variety of musical performances in
the Concert Hall, seating 400, and in the
smaller 110-seat Recital Hall.
October has been designated as the dedi
catory month for the Creative Arts Center
and an affirmation that it stands as an
expression of the University's belief that the
quality of human life is enriched through the
arts.
The events scheduled for October are a
prelude to continuous programs in the
visual, musical and dramatic arts that are
open to all members of the University and
Dayton community .
The first October event will be the unveiling
of an environmental sculpture, "El Ti
bur6n," by WSU artist-in-residence Michael
Hall and an address by Brian O'Doherty, art
critic, author and adviser to the National
Endowment for the Arts, at a dedication
ceremony on Thursday, October 3 .
Next will be the opening of "Ohio Weavers :
An Invitational Show" on Tuesday, October
8 . Four other siml!ltaneous art education

shows will also open on that date: a public
school art exhibit, an exhibit by children in
art therapy, an art education faculty exhibit,
and an art education student craft and media
exhibit.
The official dedication of the art wing of the
Creative Arts Center will be Thursday, Octo
ber 10. An Environmental Sculpture Sym
posium will be moderated by Robert Doty,
director of the Akron Art Institute. Partici
pating artists will include environmental
sculptors Robert Irwin, Stephen Antonakos
and Michael Hall. Later the same day the
new art gallery in the Center will be dedi
cated with the opening of an exhibit created
especially for the occasion by Robert Irwin.
An art education seminar on "The Environ
ment and the Urban Child" and a major
address by Dr. June King McFee, director of
the Institute for Community Art Studies,
School of Architecture and Allied Arts,
University of Oregon, are scheduled on
Friday, October 11. Dr. Mc Fee will speak on
"Aesthetic Education through the Unified
Arts."
A dedicatory organ recital by Gerre Hancock
in the Concert Hall will take place on
Friday, October 18. The featured artist is
organist and master of the choir at St.
Thomas Church in New York City and is a
member of the faculties of the Juilliard
School and the School of Music at Yale
University. Hancock will also conduct a
master class for area organists and their
students on Saturday, October 19.
The distinguished American actor-director
George Grizzard will come to Wright State's
campus to direct William Saroyan's The
Time of Your Life, which will have a
seven-day run in the Festival Playhouse
October 25-27 and October 31-November 3.
Seating will be limited on opening night
[Continued on page 4]
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Photos, clockwise from top , exterior
of Creative Arts Cent er shows strong
lines, man ascending stai rs, child feeling
free in spacious concourse, alumni view
new building, and fender art outside
center.
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WSU Celebrates
the Creative Arts

Creative Arts Center [continued from page 2]
because· of the dedication ceremony planned
for the theatre on that evening.
The architectural design of the Creative Arts
Center, one of sculptured geometry, derives
from programs in the areas of art, art
education, music, theatre and film. Facilities
are provided for all of these programs in the
three wings of the Center.
Art
The art wing of the Creative Arts Center
provides studios and facilities for painting
and drawing, film and video, silkscreening
and lithography, photography, and sculp
ture . An artist-in -residence program allows
established artists to come to the campus to
work and teach . Also, the two -story gallery
affords space for student and faculty shows,
as well as for exhibitions by artists from
Dayton and other parts of the country.
The artist's quest is to give form to his own
vision of life. Those who encounter the
artist's work deepen and enrich their own
responses and experiences. The objectives
and curriculum of the Department of Art
center around this concept of the artist and
his search for formal expression. Through
courses in studio areas and art history and
gal lery exhibitions the department encour
ages students to question the tradition that
has shaped their Iives and to evaluate their
own place in the contemporary world .
Art Education
The Creative Arts Center is in itself an
expression of the philosophy of art educa
tion . It houses facilit ies in art education for
practicum experiences , art therapy, and such
crafts as clay, fibers and metals. Specialized
courses at the graduate level are also avail 
able.
Art education, a teacher preparation pro
gram, provides an aesthetic and humanistic
foundation for teaching in the elementary

and secondary schools; it also offers oppor
tunities for study in selected art media. By
understanding the developmental stages of
the creative process, a student in art educa
tion develops a philosophy that is socially
pertinent. The student is involved with
creative-perceptual-aesthetic learning at all
experimental levels through theory, proclUc
tion, evaluation and research.

stage, sophisticated lighting, rigging
sound systems and comfortable seating
ranged so that no seat is more than forty
feet from the stage make the Festival
house one of the finest performing facih
in the Dayton area. The smaller Celebrat
Theatre is a totally flexible performing
that can be arranged for proscenium, th
or arena staging.

Music
The music wing of the Creative Arts Center
provides these excellent facilities: a concert
hall, a recital hall, practice rooms, teaching
studios, choral and instrumental rehearsal
hal Is, electronic piano laboratory and a
listening center-music library . These com
prise the largest single music complex under
one roof in the Dayton area.

Behind-the-scene facilities-such as scene
costume shops, green room, and d
rooms-enhance the theatre curricu
which consists of tracks of study in
directing, scenic and costume design, t
arts management, children's theatre,
motion pictures.

The programs are designed to include the
study of music through solo and ensemble
performance, composition, historical surveys
of music literature, and pedagogical practice.
A full schedule of concerts and recitals,
presented by University students, faculty
and guest artists, lends a rich dimension not
only to University life but to that of the
greater Dayton area as well.
Music on the campus of a state university
must serve a variety of functions: general
education in music for the amateur; oppor
tunities for public performance in choral and
instrumental groups for all; and specialized
curricula for serious students of music who
are qualified to pursue careers in teaching or
perfor ma nee .
Theatre
Six major University Theatre productions, a
series of experimental and student-directed
works during the academic year and a
six-play summer season have attracted capac
ity audiences to the theatres in the new
Creative Arts Center.
The flexibility
4

of the proscenium-thrust

Below, student pulling print;
opposite page, clockwise, student
describes model of her environmental
sculpture; window seat provides place
for quiet moment; music student peers
out from practice room; cast lines up
on Festival Playhouse stage; and,
center, student concentrates on pottery
project.
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Rolsten Designs Light-weight,
Flexible Vest as Body Armor

Q: Why is Fred Rolsten smiling?
A: Because he is wearing a protective vest
he developed himself. And because the gun
isn't loaded anyway!

Even if he were facing live ammunition,
however, Dr. R. Fred Rolsten, professor of
engineering at Wright State University,
would have no worries. His flexible, light

weight vest can stop a .38 caliber bullet 11
~oint-blank range. Furthermore, it ~
little more than one pound and is comfort
able enough to be worn all day. Both the
vest and its corresponding undershirt model
are inconspicuous when being worn. Female
versions are also available.
"We can make a vest to order to stop just
about any weapon by adding additional
layers," says Rolsten. "This one is the
lightest tailormade protective garment cw
rently available to law enforcement agenci&
The vest is filled with a woven high-strenglh
tire cord called Kevlar and covered in any
desired fabric." The development of Kevlar
a nylon derivative, was an important break
through in the effort to come up with soft.
wearable body armor.
According to Rolsten, the typical vest is too
rigid and heavy to be worn except when law
enforcement officers have prior notice that
they will be facing a dangerous situation
"Usually police don't have time to put on
protective garments," points out RolstllL
"Most confrontations are unexpected."
A specialist in materials engineering, Roi
became interested in protective garments
when a friend was sent to Vietnam as a fl
surgeon. Working daily with soldiers in::
by guns and shell tragments pro~pte sorlll
surgeon to ask Rolsten to design
protection for the men.

to
One of three experimental ves ts . sent
ffOlll
Vietnam by Rolsten saved a soldier. dll
injury when he was hit three times in trill
back. As a result the Air Force placed 8
order for 104 of the garments.
Dr. Rolsten began working on adaP~==
for domestic use during the turbulent nd
when riots broke out on campuses 8 rttf11
American cities. He developed his ~
model in cooperation with Capps an
Ltd.
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Time Brings Changes to Campus

photo: Ju st over a decade ago,
t State University's campus
1sted of a partly completed Allyn
overlooking a cornfield . Administrative
ces on cam pus were in an old farm

se.
om photo : But times have changed.
irldition to the origin al Founders
rangle of Allyn, Fawcett, Millett
Oelman Halls (far right), Wright State
has a newly compl eted University
~and Creative Arts Center
711ound) , and a physical education
mg, University Center and dorm
~ left). Currently under
uction is the two-phase biological
es build ing in the center, which will
se the WS U School of Medicine.

Benner Promotes Mathematical
"Learning by Doing"

"Carl Benner is in the numbers racket,"
reads the sign on his office wall.
Dr. Benner, Wright State University associate
professor of education, believes that to learn
mathematics, you have to become involved.
In order to carry his philosophy to a larger
number of teachers in Ohio, he has just
accepted a new appointment as editor of the
Newsletter of the Ohio Council of Teachers
of Mathematics (OCTM).
"Dr. Benner has long been held in esteem
among mathematics educators and this new
assignment should expand his sphere of
influence," according to Richard Little,
president of OCTM.
Dr. Benner's response to this praise is typ
ically modest. "To me, it was an ideal
situation to latch on to," he says. "I 'II be
able to get my message of 'learning by doing'
across to more people."

with children.
"Such equipment doesn't have to be expen
sive," he admonishes. "The same results can
be achieved by sticks, paper cups and other
simple, everyday materials.
"For example, if you have a child fill up a
cone three times and measure the amount of
water a cylinder will hold, he will never
forget it. If you do the same exercise with
paper and pencil, it won't have the same
impact."
Another project on Benner's list is to en
courage teachers to "think metric." In con
nection with a recent miniworkshop on liters
and meters for Greene County teachers,
comments revealed that the course helped to
make them metric conscious.

In looking at mathematics education for
children in kindergarten through sixth
grades, Dr. Benner observes that there are
too many pencil and paper activities for
kids.
"So much of what we call 'individualization'
is just 'take your pencil,' " he points out.
"Kids have so much natural enthusiasm. We
have to find out what happens to them by
the time they reach junior high. Why are
they turned off?"
Benner believes that many times teachers do
not stop to realize what they are doing. He
feels that by involving children in meaning
ful ways in the learning process, the results
are going to be quite different.
In his work with teachers at Wright State,
where he is head adviser in math education,
Benner supervises most of the secondary
teachers in their classrooms. He tries to
encourage them to use creative equipment
8

Wheelchair Can Be Stressful,
WSU Study Indicates

ou have a heart attack, are you better off
,perating in a wheelchair or on foot?
rtudy at Wrig ht State University indicates
you may be under less stress to put the
~ away . "The average person, who has
suffered a heart attack, has a much
er heart rate while driving a wheelchair
walking," according to George H.
;on, student project director.
n's gro up received a grant from the
onal Science Foundation to study
belie and Cardiorespiratory Response
Wheelchair Ambulation and Walking."
. three-fourths of the study that has been

completed indicates that cardiac and respira
tory systems are under stress when a person
walks, but are under even more stress when
he travels via wheelchair over the same
walkway at the same speed.
The subjects, nondisabled males between 20
and 30 years of age, were oriented to the
equipment to reduce anxiety, then traveled
along a flat concrete walkway. Measure
ments were taken of oxygen consumption,
carbon dioxide output, heart rate and sur
face and core temperatures while the subject
was at rest, during exercise and while re
covering from exercise. Controlling for time
of day and day of week, the subject repeated

the exercises and measurements using the
other means of locomotion.
The next phase of the experiment deals with
the comparison of energy expended for
different power outputs. This will give in
formation on the efficiency of driving a
wheelchair compared to that of bicycling or
walking . This phase will make use of a
wheelchair ergometer designed by the group.

Students measure physiological
stress of wheelchair locomotion and
of walking.

I
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WSU Group Travels
Back in Time

A Wright State group took a trip back in
time this summer.
"We were looking for the roots of public
education in Ohio," says Harden P. Ballan
tine and Don E. Richards, education faculty
members who organized the expedition for
students and their families. It was billed as
an "Ohio Time Trip."
Thirty-two people traveled as a caravan to
historic educational sites in all corners of
Ohio with four objectives in mind for their
on-the-spot research: (1) Indian or aboriginal
education; (2) early Colonial development of
education; (3) education in the pre-Civil war
period; and (4) schools up to about 1930.
An archeological dig at Seip Mound in
Bainbridge provided insight into Indian
educational lore, bolstered by an illustrated
lecture by Dr. Raymond Baby, state curator
of archeology.
"We provided an outline for students to
follow in establishing objectives at each
point and then tried to link up a learning
activity-such as Dr. Baby's lecture-to give
added depth and understanding to what we
were experiencing," according to Ballantine.
"We also carried our own film library and
projector for evening campfire programs." A
visit to Zoar, a Moravian commune devel
oped in the early 19th century by German
settlers, and a trip to "the first school west
of the Appalachians" at Schoenbruun sup
plied a focus for study of early Colonial
education. Georgetown provided pre-Civil
war data.
"We were on the road for eight days and
held classes each morning from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Then we moved to a new site in the
afternoon," explains Ballantine. "Some of
our group were experienced campers; for
others it was their first time camping out."
"Every time we stopped," adds Richards,

"we took out our instant library of reference
materials which was contained in a large
suitcase. We opened the case and the circu
lating library was open for business! We had
books dealing with education from technical
points of view, such as financing, and we
also carried a mixture of old novels and
current books about education."
Richards believes that the group really ex
perienced a sense of going back in time.
"We were concerned about people and
events that happened a hundred or more
years ago and we broke out of the normal
barriers of time. Students did not think
about current events; they thought in terms
of the entire range of periods of history."
The "Ohio Time Trip" represented a unique
field inquiry process. Richards feels that
people learned not through traditional li
brary research methods but by living their
learning.
The expedition also offered a way to com
bine work for credit with a family vacation.
In a way the whole family, even the little
ones, took the course "because they were
there," notes Ballantine.
"We were able to develop a high sense of
trust and friendship within the group,"
observe the two faculty members. "Close
personal relationships grew between teachers
and students themselves. The experience of
camping together provided a sure bond upon
which to build these relationships."
The Wright State group was able to study
the development of textbooks and teaching
materials in Oxford at the McGuffey
museum. They investigated the contribu
tions of a religious group to Ohio's educa
tional background through the Shakers in
Lebanon. Antioch College in Yellow Springs
had background on the development of
higher education in the 19th century, while
10

contemporary resources for the history of
education were found in the Ohio Historical
Center in Columbus.
In response to the quest ion , "Would you do
it again?" students who were part of WSU's
first time trip give an unqualified "yes.'
Ballantine and Richards say they hope to
make the course a regu lar summer offering
of Wright State University's College of
Education.

WSU Finds New Faces
on Basketball Team

·1 look now, but the 1974-75 edition of
Wright State University basketbal I team
st around the corner and the prospects
mother successful season are good.

home season in the physical education
jing will offer Raider fans 12 games,
1ghted by the appearances of Cleveland
, Akro n, Slippery Rock and Central
. The Raiders will meet such powers as
nnati, Miami, Rollins, Stetson and Rice
the road during this fifth season of
ty basketball.
again the Raiders face a tough assign
on the road this season. The year starts
with an appearance at always-tough
nnati followed one week later with a
to Miami. Another highlight of the road
ule will be the Colonial City Classic at
I.where WSU will defend its title.
comfort at home games has been of
concern to the athletic department
the addition of reserved seats hopefully
im prove the situation. Four sections on
!ide of the floor will remain at $2.00.
n tic ket applications are now being
1lted at a cost of $22.50 to the general
IC and $13 for faculty and staff. This
es a person the same seat for every
game and his choice of seating on a
tome, first-served basis. Tickets for
en under 12 are half of the regular
ticket cost. Information about season
PE is ava ilab le at the athletic office in
building or by calling 426-6650, ext.

Year the number of season ticket
~nearly doubled and the same goal is
~iority again, especially with the im
horne schedule. A goal of 400 season
has been set.
Prospects for a successful season this
rests ·
With five returning lettermen who

must replace the first full graduating class in
roundball. Lost from last season's 17-8
squad are Bill Fogt, Tim Walker, Jim Minch
and Greg McCurdy. Fogt finished 10th in
the nation with a field goal percentage of
59.18.
Returning lettermen this season are Bob
Grote, who was 12th in field goal percent
age, Rick Martin, Lyle Falknor, Dan Swain
and Jim Cunningham. Grote (14.2), Martin
(11.6) and Falknor (10.9) all averaged in
double figures and should provide a solid
nucleus for this year.
The key to last season's success was excel
lent defense as the Raiders finished 15th in
the .nation among Division 11 schools in team
defense. They also were 11th in field goal
percentage, a result of excellent shot selec·
tion most of the season.
Non-letter winners back this season include
Jim Hough, Dan Brinkman, Neil Reif and
Mike Herr, all of whom saw limited action
with the varsity last year. Several new faces
on the scene could help the depth situation,
especially at center where it is needed. Ken
Millisor returns this season after missing all
of last year with a knee injury. The 6-7
sophomore will hopefully battle Dan Swain
and transfer Sam Kilburn for playing time at
the pivot. Transfer Steve Shook, who played
junior varsity last season, will add rebound
ing strength at the forward slot.
Freshman recruits this season are all for
wards. They are Doug Jemison of Middle
town and Edgar Johnson of Warren (Western
Reserve). The third recruit, Mike Horn,
decided against attending college for per
sonal reasons. If either one of the freshmen
can break into the lineup during the season,
it could help solve the rebounding problems.
All in all, it should be an exciting season of
basketball and help further establish a win
ning tradition.
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Wilkinson

Tennis Coach Named
Gary Wilkinson, former tennis and reserve
basketball coach at Fairborn Park Hills High
School, has been named men's tennis coach
at Wright State University.
The 31-year-old Wilkinson replaces Ben Varn
who was transferred to Alabama by the Air
Force. Varn led the Raiders to a combined
two-year record of 15-18, including a 7-7
season last year.
A native of Brunswick, Ohio, Wilkinson
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from
Heidelberg College in 1965 where he lettered
four years in basketball and was the MVP his
senior year. Since earning his B.A., he has
taken courses at Central State and Wright
State.
Since starting as the tennis coach at Park
Hills, Wilkinson's teams have won 53
matches and lost 26, including a 17-1 record
this past year. He also has coached reserve
basketball for four seasons.

Cover

The University's new Creative Arts Center is a concrete
expression of Wright State's appreciation of the im·
portance of the arts. This dramatic new home for the
arts will be dedicated in special events scheduled
throughout October.
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Editorial staff

Write or call

Lindalee W. Brownstein/Managing Editor
Ginger Rosenberg
Dave Stahl
The WSU News is published approximately ten times a
year for the information of alumni and friends of
Wright State University. Requests for additional informa·
tion about the University are welcomed.
Office of Communications/Wright State University
Dayton 45431
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1-30
6
7

18
21
26, 26, 27, 31
28
29
31
1-3
2
3
4
10

11

13
16

October
Cr•tive Arts Month, featuring a number of special activities
detailed in article on pages 2 and 4.
Chamber Music Series I, Marcia and John Ferritto, viola-piano
duo, 8 p.m., Recital Hall of Creative Arts Center.
Bolinga Lecture Series, "The Politics of Black Involvement in the
Sciences," Lecturer Dr. Rudolph Bromery, Chancellor of the
University of Massachusetts and black geophysicist, 2: 15-4 p.m.,
112 Oelman.
October Daze, outdoor fall festival, Allyn Hall area, all dey. Rain
date October 25.
Bolinga Lecture Series, "Careers in the Sciences.'' by Dr. Herman
Branson, President of Lincoln University in Pennsylvania, 2:15
4 p.m., 112 Oelman.
University Theatre, The Time of Your Life, Festival Playhouse
of Creative Arts Center, 8:30 p.m . except 7:30 Sundays.
426-3500 for tickets.
Bolinga Lecture Series, "The Quality of Life and Black Sur
vival," by Dr. Effie Ellis, M.D .• Special Assistant for Health
Services, American Medical Association.
VolleybaH, here, with Wittenberg and Cedarville, 6 :30 p.m.
Volleyball, here, with Mt. St. Joseph, 6 :30 p.m.
November
University Th•tre, The Time of Your Life, Festival Playhouse
of Creative Arts Center, 8 :30 p.m. except 7 :30 Sundays.
426-3500 for tickets.
Volleyball, here, with Cincinnati Bible and Otterbein, 1 p.m.
Wheelchair Basketball, faculty game, 7 p.m .. physical education
building.
Artist and Lecture Series, Jacques Brei is Alive and Well and
Living in Paris, by the Alive Company, 8 p.m., physical
education building. Free, public event.
Winter registration begins, contact admissions office for details,
426-6686.
Chamber Music Series II, Instrumental Chamber Ensembles,
8 p.m .. Recital Hall, Creative Arts Center.
Artist and Lecture Series, The Washington Week in Review,
panel discussion by NBC Reporters Paul Duke, Peter Lisagor,
Neil McNeil and Charles Cordray, 8 p.m. physical education
building. Free, public event.
Bolinga Lecture Series, "A Black Health Administrator's Views
on Health Care for Blacks," by Curtis Owens, Project Director
for the Comprehensive Health Services Program at Temple
University, 2:15-4 p.m., 112 Oelman .
Volleyball, here, with Dayton and Cincinnati, 6:30 p.m.
Wheelchair Basketball, here, with Cincinnati Spinners, 7 p.m.,
physical education building.
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